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THE IMPORTANCE OF MOLD ACTION 
IN SOILS i 

The development of soil bacteriology 
during the last decade has been truly re- 
markable. Many fundamental problems 
connected with the occurrence and activi- 
ties of bacteria in soils have been attacked 
and considerable progress has been made 
toward their solution. While much work 
still remains to be done along this line, re- 
sults already secured show, in a rather defi- 
nite way, the importance of bacterial ac- 
tion in soils from the fertility standpoint. 

According to recent investigations, how- 
ever, bacteria are not the only microorgan- 
isms which exert an influence on soil fer- 
tility. Molds, protozoa and algae have been 
found quite commonly, and evidently their 
action, especially that of molds, must also 
be considered in determining the crop-pro- 
ducing power of soils. The subject of 
microorganic life in the soil has, therefore, 
been considerably broadened and compli- 
cated. 

The occurrence of molds in soils has been 
noted many times in the past in connection 
with bacteriological and other studies and 
various investigations have dealt in a more 
or less general way with the action of these 
organisms. It is only within the last year, 
however, that an attempt has been made in 
a logical and comprehensive manner to 
study the occurrence, distribution and ac- 
tivities of molds in soils, and to solve some 
of the fundamental problems which arise in 
connection with the growth of these organ- 
isms. The results secured at the New Jer- 

i Paper presented at the meeting of the Society 
of American Bacteriologists, at New Haven, Conn., 
December 27, 1916. 



